1
2

TIGER TALK
TIGER TALK

Page |1

h

The Voice of Valley Elementary PTA

December/January Issue III (2016-2017)

The Principal’s

I N SIDE T HIS I S SU E

Desk

The Principal’s Desk

1

PTA President’s Message

2

Ricardo Ceceña

Photo Highlights

3

Counselor’s Message

4

Valley Education Foundation Updates

5

Chelsea’s Run Info

5

2016-2017 PTA

6

Happy New Year!
It’s hard to believe that 2016 has come to an end. I
can’t believe how fast it has gone by. It must mean
that we are having a great time!! I can’t help but be
thankful for all that we have here in our Valley
Community. It’s hard to believe that we are already
a few weeks into this New Year. Over the past week
it’s been great walking into classrooms and sharing
in the excitement and energy that our students bring
into their learning! There is always a special
enthusiasm that our students bring back when they
return from a break.
I would also like to take this time to remind all
parents of the importance of students attending
school every day unless excused for illness. During
the following three months teachers will be covering
important material in their classrooms and we have
found that students make the most growth
academically at this time of the year. With the
scheduled holidays, we have less of that precious
time for prime learning opportunities.
Therefore, we are asking that you please try to
schedule family trips, doctor/dental appointments for
after school hours. There is no substitute for in-class
instruction by the teacher. However, if your child
must be absent for any reason, please request a
homework packet from your child’s teacher and
please call our “ATTENDANCE HOTLINE” at (858)
748-2038.
You may call anytime day or night. Something else
to keep in mind is ADA, Average Daily Attendance
monies, ($30 per day/per student). This is funding
that is paid to our school district by the State of

California based on the number of students in
daily attendance. If students are absent for
any reason monies are not given from the
state.
If your child will be absent for five (5) days or
more, for reasons other than illness, doctor/
dental appointment or funeral, it is important
that you request and sign (in the office prior to
the absence) an OFF CAMPUS
INDEPENDENT STUDENT CONTRACT
(OCIS). Your child’s absence will then be
excused through the completion of a contract
and we will receive monies from the state.
Please contact our attendance clerk for
information on this contract.
Thanks for being such a wonderful community
to work with. Here’s to a great second half of
the school year!
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PTA President’s
Message
Denise Anger

Can you believe it is already December? I hope
you are prepared to relax and enjoy the holiday
season with family and friends. Speaking of
family, during November and December, the
PTA sponsored Adopt-a-Family. The PTA’s
Adopt-a-Family mission is to make the holidays
bright for families in need in our community. This
year Valley donated gifts to multiple families in
the Poway Community during the holidays.
Thank you to Peggy Abrom and Dorinda Soucek
for coordinating this amazing program.
On Saturday, December 3rd, the PTA held our
annual Winter Craft Fair. We had over 250
children (and their parents) come to make
holiday gifts for loved ones. Thank you to
Heather Schmalbach and her committee
members for their hard work putting on this
event. Thank you also to the Rancho Bernardo
Sunrise Rotary Club for providing breakfast, a
gift table, and many volunteers, Poway Parks
and Recreation for sponsoring a fun card craft
table, Starbucks for donating coffee, HP for
donating craft pictures, and to the many high
school clubs from Rancho Bernardo High
School, Poway High School, Mt. Carmel High
School, and Westview High School. We could
not have this wonderful event without their
generous support. The Winter Craft Fair is one
of our favorite events at Valley and the students
and PTA look forward to it every year!
Mr. Ceceña met with parents on December 5th at
our Coffee with the Principal event. He
discussed the CAASPP test results and Valley’s
plans for using the information to move our kids
forward and into their next phase of learning.
Much thanks to our Hospitality Chair, Sara
Langer, and her many volunteers for always
making these events so hospitable.

On Thursday, December 8, the Drama Club
presented A Winter Holiday Show. Over 25
students in Drama Club dazzled family and
friends with their acting, singing, and
comedic talent. It truly was a night to
remember thanks to Lili Husseman, Selena
Pankretz, Cathy Barger and several other
parents who rehearsed with the kids for
many weeks. Way to go Drama Club!
With many holiday festivities still ahead of us
in December, we can’t forget the fun we
have waiting for us in 2017! We are excited
about our talent show, Valley’s Got Talent,
scheduled for January 27 and will be having
auditions and rehearsals over the first weeks
in January. If you signed up to participate in
the talent show by the deadline on
December 9, the first audition is on
Wednesday, January 4, 2017, from 6:00 to
8:00pm in the MPR. I’d like to thank Carolina
Barron and Serena Arellano for organizing
this fun event.
These enriching events can’t happen without
dedicated volunteers like you. The PTA will
hold a General Association Meeting
immediately preceding the talent show on
January 27th where we will select the
nominating committee. The committee will
recruit volunteers to serve on the 2017-2018
PTA Board. Please consider taking a
leadership role in the PTA to continue the
PTA’s great work at our school. Working
together, we can accomplish great things for
our children!
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Happy crafters at the Winter Craft Fair

Valley Staff and PTA with members from the RB Sunrise Rotary:
Principal Ricardo Ceceña, Heather Schmalbach, Rob Weinberg, Denise Anger, Bret Geernaert, Alison Farrin

The talented cast from The Winter Holiday Show
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A Message from the School Counselor
Veronica Tapia
2016 is almost coming to an end! Take some time to reflect on all your accomplishments and hurdles
you managed to overcome. I wish you all a holiday season filled with joy, health, and peace!
We are wrapping up our Second Step Bullying Prevention lessons for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade.
Second Step defines bullying as; Bullying is when someone keeps being mean to someone else on
purpose. The person it’s happening to hasn’t been able to make it stop. It is unfair and one-sided.
Therefore, if we continue to follow our Valley school rules, We work hard! We take care of each other!
We take care of our school! and follow the six pillars of CHARACTER COUNTS! Trustworthiness,
Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship, we will have a fun and safe school where
we all can learn.
We will begin Second Step for K, 1st and 2nd grade when we return in January 2017! Consider
checking out www.secondstep.org and learn more about Second Step. Enter your Activation Code
that is next to your child’s grade:
TK/K 12345-

SSPK FAMI LY70
SSP1 FAMI LY71
SSP2 FAMI LY72
SSP3 FAMI LY73
SSP4 FAMI LY74
SSP5 FAMI LY75

Check out the Home Links at www.secondstep.org and you can continue the learning at home!

Would you like to learn more about mindfulness at home? Check out www.mindyeti.com – it’s free!
With Mind Yeti, you can:
De-stress, Relax, and Calm Down
When life gets overwhelming, Mind Yeti gives both kids and adults a tool to cope. Ease anxiety in just
a few moments in a day.
Get More Out of Study Time
Focus is an important predictor of academic success. Help your kids strengthen their ability to focus
and finish their homework.
Find Common Ground
Mind Yeti helps kids practice gratitude, empathy for others and kindness toward themselves.
Make Bedtime a Breeze
Make Mind Yeti part of your bedtime routine. Teach kids to relax at the end of the day and end the
bedtime battle.
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SUPPORT VALLEY
WHILE YOU SHOP
If you love to shop online, take advantage
of the Foundation’s Amazon Rewards link.
Go to the Foundation’s website at
ValleyEEF.org and click on the green
Amazon icon, which will take you directly
to the Amazon Smile website. Then shop
‘til you drop! Once you’re done, Amazon
will donate up to 10 percent of your total
purchase price back to the Foundation.
Promote the program among your friends
and family so Valley can benefit from
everyone’s holiday shopping.
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Donate today to the Valley
Foundation's Dime-a-Day
Campaign!
The Dime-a-day Campaign is the annual
giving
campaign
for
Valley's
Foundation. The money the Foundation
raises provides resources directly to Valley
students and teachers, such as ipads and
chromebooks in the classroom, technology
training for teachers, subscriptions to
programs such as RazKids and BrainPop,
and grants to teachers for special classroom
programs. Please help us continue to
bridge the gap between what the school
district can provide and what our students
need to have the best, most well-rounded
education possible. If every Valley student
can donate just one dime a day ($18), then
we could raise $12,960 for our school. If
you haven't had time to donate yet, please
visit http://www.valleyeef.org/ and click on
Donate Now today!

Chelsea's Run Team Code is SA-17!!!
It's never too early to register for Chelsea's Run! This wonderful family event is on March 4th.
Make sure to select team name: Valley Elementary Tigers and our team code SA-17 to help us
beat our last years team numbers of
120! https://chelseaslight.org/registration/ Questions? Jennifer Berk
at jennifer.berk@gmail.com / 858-208-9141
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Valley Elementary PTA Board
2016-17
Fir st
E lecte d Officer s

N ame

Las t N ame

Principal

Ricardo

Ceceña

President

Denise

Anger

Executive V.P.

OPEN

1st V.P. Ways and Means

Adriana

Gonzalez

2nd V.P. Programs

Audra

Rosati

3rd V.P. Membership

Lili

Husseman

4th V.P. Art Program

Heather

Schmalbach

Recording Secretary

Erica

Fandino

Treasurer

Sandie

Sears

Financial Secretary

Kelly

Tognetti

Auditor

Kelly

Kersey

Historian

Serena

Arellano

Parliamentarian

Kim

Jones

C omm ittee Ch airs
Character Counts

Emilie

Corresponding Secretary

OPEN

Koford

Hospitality

Sara

Langer

Newsletter

Kim

Niehans

Website Administrator

Shawna

Hamon

Room Parent Coordinator

Emilie

Koford

School Admin Assistant

Cris

Rollins

Teacher Liaison (ENG)

Gale

Caddell

Teacher Liaison (DL)

Maribel

Martinez

Translator

Elizabeth

Hulterstrom

Volunteer Coordinator

Shawna

Hamon

Workroom Wednesday

OPEN

Spirit Wear Sales

Kim

Jones

After School Programs

Jennifer

Berk

VEEF Liaison

OPEN

Assemblies

Liz

Facebook Administrator

OPEN

Collins-Smith

GET INVOLVED & JOIN VALLEY
PTA
•

Visit the Valley PTA website
http://www.valleypta.com/

•

Contact Denise Anger if you are
interested in any of the open PTA
board positions.

